CH. XXII.
APPROACH OF THE FLEET
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receive the Sultan's letter or to attend a farewell audience. The Turks were sore perplexed and but for the Englishman's courage they must have yielded. " Fear is knocking loudly at their hearts," wrote Canning," and they want to be sustained and encouraged. I shall be again at work quietly tomorrow." He went to work with a will. He supplemented his promise of support by a menace : You are not bound, he said, by any treaty to surrender these suppliants. You must " not give way if you set the slightest value on your honour and future interests in Europe;" if you yield, you " will alienate your most cordial supporters." To conciliate Russia and Austria would be another word for quarrelling with England and France. General Aupick spoke to the same effect. Thus it came to pass that the Porte stood firm ; the two embassies pulled down their flags, 17 Sept, and Prince Radzivil retired in angry amazement
So far the victory was with Canning and his French ally, but they both knew it was but the skirmish of outposts which precedes the general engagement. A terrible interval of six weeks' suspense must be endured before they could learn whether their bold policy would be countenanced by their respective Governments. Meanwhile Russian troops might cross the Balkan ; the Sevastopol fleet, which had long offered unpleasant possibilities to the Turkish imagination, might sail into the Bosphorus and bombard Constantinople; the Ottoman Empire in Europe might be disabled before the Western Powers could interfere. All these thoughts passed through Canning's mind as he paced his room at Therapia and cast an anxious glance at the narrow gap between the bordering hills through which he could see the billows of the Euxine. To wait was ever painful to his energetic nature ; but to wait then, with such issues at stake, must have been torture. Some relief, however, came to him in the first week of October. Admiral Sir William Parker, who had been apprized by him (17 Sept) of the possible need of his fleet at the Dardanelles, grasped the situation in a moment, and made all sail for the Archipelago. Like the ambassador, he acted on his own discretion ; but there was nothing very unusual, in a cruise in the waters of the Levant, and the
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